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vulnerable people,” said the World Bank Vice President for the East Asia and Pacific Region, James 
Adams.  “As we’re focusing on surviving the global economic downturn, we must not lose sight of that. 
ASEAN’s experience shows how vulnerable its members are to natural hazards. The impacts of climate 
change and the effects of rapid urbanization only increase that vulnerability.” 
 
The ASEAN Secretariat-UNISDR-World Bank cooperation program builds on the experience of multi-
donor partnership support following the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004, the Yogyakarta earthquake of 
2006 and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar of 2008. 
 
Concerted efforts in the aftermath of these events helped the affected countries assess the extent of loss 
and damage and brought much-needed relief and recovery assistance to the victims. The three partners 
have now agreed to set up a joint consultative mechanism at the working level to strengthen coordination 
in disaster relief, culminating in the Memorandum of Cooperation. 
 
“Disaster reduction is a critical challenge for Asia. I have followed closely how several Asian countries 
have made good progress in building their resilience to natural hazards. Much more needs to be done, 
and I am confident that Asia has the experience, resources and technical knowledge to achieve fast 
results”, says Margareta Wahlström, the UN’s Assistant Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
“We need a radical shift in development practices and planning and, as a priority, merging disaster risk 
reduction, poverty reduction and climate change adaptation into a single, coherent and innovative 
approach.” 
 
The DRM Knowledge Notes Series was also launched by the Governor of Bali. The Director of the East 
Asia Region's Sustainable Development Department, John Roome, presented the Governor with a set of 
the first notes published in the series. The East Asia Region's Disaster Management Team will publish 
these knowledge notes on a regular basis. 
 
The joint cooperation program was launched today at the Bali Disaster Risk Reduction Forum, the first 
tripartite forum and training workshop.  The Forum featured sessions on climate change adaptation and 
strengthening early warning systems as well as risk assessments. With over 100 participants from all ten 
Member States of ASEAN, UN and other partner agencies, International Financial Institutions and the civil 
society, the Forum provided a platform for ASEAN policy makers to interact with global and regional 
experts as well as each other on disaster risk reduction and management.  
 
 
For more information about ASEAN, visit: www.asean.org 
 
For more information about the United Nations ISDR, visit: www.unisdr.org 
 
For more information about the World Bank, visit: www.worldbank.org 
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MEDIA INQUIRIES, CONTACT: 
 
Public Outreach and Civil Society Division, ASEAN Secretariat 
public@asean.org, +6221 7262991 
 
East Asia Region Disaster Management Unit, World Bank 
Zeeshan Suhail – ZSuhail@worldbank.org 
+62-852-3759-0464 
 
UNISDR Asia and the Pacific Rigional Office, Bangkok 



A.Karim Nayani – nayani@un.org 
+66-2-288 2864 

 
 


