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ASEANFOREIGNMINISTERS’STATEMENT
ONTHEIMPORTANCEOFMAINTAININGPEACEANDSTABILITY

INSOUTHEASTASIA
(8August2020)

-----

We,the ASEAN Foreign Ministers,on the 53rd anniversary of the
establishmentofASEAN,recallthe aspirations ofthe 1967 ASEAN
Declarationtopromoteregionalcooperationinthespiritofequalityand
partnership,andcontributetowardspeace,progressandprosperityinthe
region.

WenotewithsatisfactiontheachievementsmadebyASEANinthepast53
years,inparticulartheprogressintherealisationofarules-based,people-
oriented,andpeople-centredASEANCommunity.

We reaffirm our strong commitment to ensuring the effective
implementationoftheASEANCommunityVision2025,andsustainingthe
momentum ofASEANCommunitybuildingbeyond2025.

Having closely followed the growing uncertainties resulting from the
changing geo-politicaldynamics in the regionaland globallandscape,
notingwithconcernthatthesemayhavedetrimentalramificationsforthe
region,andacknowledgingthatwithoutpeaceandstability,sustainable
progressandprosperitywouldbeunattainable,we,theASEAN Foreign
Ministers:

1.ReiterateourcommitmenttomaintainingSoutheastAsiaasaregion
ofpeace,security,neutralityandstability,andstrengtheningpeace-
orientedvaluesintheregioninlinewithinternationallaw.

2.Reaffirm theneedforASEANtoremainunited,cohesive,andresilient
in promoting its purposes,principles,and common interestas
enshrinedintheASEANCharter.

3.Furtherreaffirm the importance ofupholding the purposes and
principlesoftheTreatyofAmityandCooperationinSoutheastAsia
(TAC)aswellasin theZoneofPeace,Freedom and Neutrality
Declaration,andtheDeclarationoftheEastAsiaSummitonthe
PrinciplesforMutuallyBeneficialRelations.

4.Callon allcountries to exercise self-restraintin the conductof
activities thatwould complicate orescalate disputes and affect
peaceandstability,torefrainfrom thethreatoruseofforce,andto
resolvedifferencesanddisputesbypeacefulmeansinaccordance
withinternationallaw.

5.Callfor the continued building of strategic trustand mutual
confidenceamong countriesthrough continued dialogue,win-win
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cooperationandpracticalconfidencebuildingmeasurestocreatea
peacefulenvironmentconduciveforsustainablegrowth.

6.CommitourselvestostrengtheningASEANCentralityandencourage
theconstructiveengagementofASEAN’sexternalpartners,through
ASEAN-ledmechanismssuchastheEastAsiaSummit(EAS),ASEAN
RegionalForum (ARF)andASEAN DefenceMinisters’MeetingPlus
(ADMM-Plus),inbuildingmutualtrustandconfidenceaswellasan
open,transparent,inclusiveandrules-basedregionalarchitecture.

7.Reaffirm theobjectivesandprinciplesoftheASEANOutlookonthe
Indo-Pacific(AOIP)andencourageexternalpartnerstoworkwith
ASEAN inpromotingtheAOIPandundertakingcooperationonthe
keyareasofcooperationidentifiedintheOutlooktoenhancemutual
trust,mutual respect and mutual benefit through ASEAN-led
mechanisms.

8.Reiterateourcommitmenttosupportingmultilateralism foundedon
theprinciplesoftheUN Charterandanchoredininternationallaw,
whileemphasisingamultilateralapproachinaddressingemerging
challenges and actively shaping a more effective rules-based
multilateralarchitecturethatiscapableoftacklingpressingcommon
regionalandglobalissues.


