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TRANSCRIPTOFSPEECHBYPRIMEMINISTERLEEHSIENLOONG

ATTHEOPENINGCEREMONYOFTHE51STASEANFOREIGNMINISTERS’

MEETINGANDRELATEDMEETINGS,2AUGUST2018

Foreign Ministers, Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and

gentlemen.WelcometoSingapore.

Firstofall,IwouldliketoconveymydeepestsympathiestoLaosonthe

collapseoftheXePien-XeNamnoyhydroelectricdam.Iwouldalsoliketoexpress

mycondolencestoIndonesiaontheearthquakeinLombok.SingaporeandASEAN

standreadytosupportourLaotianandIndonesianfriendsduringthisdifficulttime.

TheASEANForeignMinisters’MeetingholdsspecialmeaningtoASEAN

becausethisishow ASEAN started.51yearsagoinAugust1967,fiveForeign

MinisterssignedtheASEAN DeclarationinthemainhalloftheDepartmentof

ForeignAffairsinBangkok.Itwasaleapoffaithforthefoundingmemberstocome

together.SoutheastAsiaatthattimewasverydifferentfrom SoutheastAsiatoday.

Itwasatroubledandunstableregion,rifewithhostilitiesandconfrontation.Thefive

countrieswantedtobuildaregionalplatform thatcouldbuildtrustandcooperation,

and putawayold suspicion and rivalries.In orderto create a stable external

environment,andtoalloweachcountrytofocusonitsownnation-building.ASEAN

hascomealongwaysincethattumultuousperiod.Wenow havetenmembers.

ASEAN’s cooperation has broadened and deepened.We have become an

establishedandrespectedregionalgroupingininternationalfora.ASEANachieved

itsinitialpoliticalobjectiveofregionalpeaceandstability,whichinitselfasignificant

accomplishment.Thereafter,ASEANshifteditsfocustoeconomiccooperation.We

launched the ASEAN Free Trade Area in 1992.Today,the ASEAN Economic

Communityisoneofthemostsuccessfuleconomicgroupingsintheworld.Witha

growingmiddleclassandayoungworkforce,ASEAN isforecasttobecomethe

fourth-largesteconomyintheworldby2050.ASEAN hasalsocastourcollective

sightoutward to engage externalparties.We started with the Post-Ministerial

ConferenceswithASEAN’sDialoguePartnersin1978.Wewentontoestablishthe

ASEAN RegionalForum in1994,ASEAN PlusThreein1997andtheEastAsia
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Summitin2005.Alltheseforaareontheagendathisweek.Together,theymakeup

theopen,inclusiveandASEAN-centricregionalarchitecturewhichhassupportedthe

region’speaceandstability.

AlltheseASEAN-ledstructureshaveserveduswell.Wemustcontinueto

strengthen the regionalarchitecture.We can allsee the growing geopolitical

uncertainties.Atthesametime,eachASEANMemberStateissubjecttodifferent

pullsandpressuresfrom differentpowers.Inthesecircumstances,allthemorewe

muststayunitedandstrivetomaintainourcohesionandeffectiveness.Thatisthe

onlywayforASEANtoremainrelevantandtobeofvaluetoourmembersaswellas

toourexternalpartners.

Ishallbrieflymentiontwospecificareaswherewecandomoretogether.

First,theeconomicintegration,oneofthethreepillarsoftheASEAN Community.

TradetensionsbetweentheUSandourotherDialoguePartnersincludingChina,the

EUandCanadahaveescalated.Therules-basedmultilateraltradingsystem which

hasunderpinnedASEAN’sgrowthandprosperityisunderpressure.Itisimportant

thatASEANcontinuestosupportthemultilateralsystem andworkwithlike-minded

partnerstodeepenourwebofcooperation.Iam gladthatASEAN countriesare

redoubling our efforts to conclude the RegionalComprehensive Economic

Partnership(RCEP)bytheendoftheyear.TheRCEPcomprisesASEANandoursix

FTApartners.Itwillbetheworld’slargesttradingbloc,coveringathirdoftheworld’s

GDP.We are also working with the EU on the ASEAN-EU Comprehensive Air

TransportAgreement,thefirstsubstantiveaviationarrangementbetweentwomajor

regionalgroupings.Whenestablished,thesetwo-theRCEPandASEAN-EUCATA

willsendaclearsignalofASEAN’scommitmenttotradeliberalisationandeconomic

integration.Idonotexpectthenegotiationstobeeasy,especiallywiththegrowing

moodofnationalism andprotectionism inmanycountries.Everyparticipantwill

havetomaketrade-offsanddifficultcompromises.ButIam gladthatASEAN

MemberStateshavetakenalong-term approachandmadeacollectivedecisionto

stayoncourse,inordertobringtangiblebenefitstoourpeoples.

Secondly,weshould makeuseoftechnologyto bring ASEAN closer

together.The fourth industrialrevolution isunderway.ASEAN hasto embrace

innovation,buildupourdigitalconnectivity,andmakeourselvesreadyforthefuture.

WeareformingtheASEANSmartCitiesNetwork.The26participatingcitiesheldits

inauguralmeetinglastmonth.Singaporehopesthatthesecitieswillcometogether

to establish a common frameworkforsmartcitydevelopmentin ASEAN,and

developcity-specificactionplansandinnovativeprojectsthatwillimprovethelives

ofourpeoples.

Atthenationallevel,Singaporehaslauncheditsowneffortstosupport

theregionaldrivetowardsdigitalisation.WeheldourSmartNationInnovationsWeek

inJune.OurSmartNationinitiativeseekstoimprovethelivesofcitizensandthe
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competitivenessofbusinessesthroughtheuseofdataand digitaltechnology,

including in e-payments,public transportation and the delivery ofgovernment

services.Atthesametime,Singaporeisalsosteppingupourcybersecuritydefences,

especiallyin11criticalsectors,includingaviation,healthcareandwatersupply.We

recentlyexperiencedamajorintrusionintooneofourhealthcaredatasystems,

whichonlyunderlinestheseriousnessandurgencyofthetask.

Toboostregionaleconomicintegrationandtheadoptionoftechnology,

SingaporewillenhanceoursupportfortheInitiativeforASEANIntegration(IAI).We

willupgradethethreeIAICentresinVietnam,Cambodia,andLaostobecome

SingaporeCooperationCentres.ThenewCentreswillexpandourrangeoftechnical

assistanceandoffernewmodalitiesforcapacitybuildingthatgobeyondclassroom

training.Singaporehopestoshareourexperiences,andatthesametime,learnfrom

ourneighboursandpartners.

ChairingASEANatits51styearisasignificantresponsibility.Singapore

hopestoworkwithfellowASEANcolleagues,toforgeanewwayforwardforASEAN

andtogetherasourthemeforthechairmanshiphasit,to,buildan“innovativeand

resilientASEAN”forfuturegenerations.Thankyouverymuch.
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