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Commenting on the Report, Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Secretary-General of ASEAN, stated that “Asia and the 
Pacific region has in the past and continues to be affected by disasters. ASEAN countries, such as 
Indonesia, Myanmar and Philippines, are among the few of quoted examples. The Asia Pacific region 
cannot afford to account for 37% of disasters of the world’s total, nor account for more than 99 per cent of 
the world’s reported victims, nor more than 94 per cent of people affected, and nor 87 per cent of overall 
economic damage. These figures should be drastically reduced. The 2009 Global Assessment Report 
once again draws our attention to why and what we must do to protect the communities and our 
development gains. We have to; we must do much more to stop these recurrent losses, because if the 
vicious cycle continues or worsens, for whatever reason, countries will not be able to achieve their 
development goals”.    
 
Balancing the risk reduction challenges faced by Governments across the world, the Report provides 
many solutions to mitigating disaster risk and is replete with examples of good practice where sound 
disaster risk interventions have changed people’s lives for the better.  
 
“East Asian countries are extremely prone to the impacts of multiple natural hazards, which can eliminate 
years of development gains within minutes, once a disaster strikes”, said the World Bank Vice President 
for the East Asia and Pacific Region, James Adams.  “The 2009 Global Assessment Report provides 
governments, development partners, and other stakeholders with valuable insights into patterns of 
disaster risks and climate variability, including the social impacts and potential economic losses. This will 
support our client governments to identify priority areas for mainstreaming risk reduction and climate 
change adaptation into investment programs and relevant sectoral policies." 
 
The Report also proposes a 20-point action plan to reduce risk, focusing on: stepping up efforts to 
respond to climate change; strengthening the economic resilience of small and vulnerable economies; 
supporting community initiatives; enhancing national and local governance; encouraging the adoption of 
high-level development policy frameworks; and, above all, investing in sustainable disaster risk reduction 
measures. 
 
“Rather than an expense, investing in poverty and disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation 
should be seen as an investment in building a more secure, stable, sustainable and equitable future,” 
adds Wahlström.  
 
“Of course weather-related and other unavoidable natural hazards happen. How much damage to life and 
assets then transpires is largely in our own hands. We know what to do – invest today for a safer 
tomorrow.” 

 

___________________ 

 

 
Notes for Editors: 
 
1.         The full Report and associated documentation can be accessed via: 

www.preventionweb.net/gar09. 
 
2.         The Report, which benefited from a generous financial contribution by the Kingdom of Bahrain 

Government, is a collective effort of the ISDR partnership, including with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank, United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), World Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the ProVention Consortium, regional inter-governmental and 
technical institutions, national governments, civil society networks, academic/scientific institutions 
and many other specific contributors. 

 



3.         The Report will be considered in detail at the forthcoming Second Session of the Global Platform 
on Disaster Risk Reduction, to be held in Geneva, 16-19 June 2009.  
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Brigitte Leoni (UNISDR Geneva) at leonib@un.org. Tel: + 41 79444 52 62 (mob)  
Charles Evans (UNISDR) at evansc@un.org. Tel: +41 22 917 8885  
 
In Bangkok 
Madhavi Malalgoda Ariyabandu (UNISDR Bangkok) at ariyabandu@un.org. Tel. +66 2 1881756 
 
In Jakarta 
Public Outreach and Civil Society Division, ASEAN Secretariat 
public@asean.org, +6221 7262991 


