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PrimeMinisterLeeHsienLoong,

Excellencies,

LadiesandGentlemen,

A verywarm welcometo Singapore,and to the51st ASEAN Foreign

Ministers’Meeting.Recently,DrHenryKissingersaid:“Weareinavery,verygrave

period.”Whetherornotyouagreewithhim,Ithinkthepeopleinthisroom willagree

thatASEANisataninflexionpoint.Wearetransitingintoamultipolarworld;weare

allacutelyawareofthestorm cloudsofthetradewar;andwealsocanseeandfeel

thedisruptionthatthedigitalrevolutioniscausingallaroundus.

Itwaswiththisinmind,andtheneedtoensurethatASEANisfuture-ready,

thatwelaunchedandsettledonthisthemeof“Resilience”and“Innovation”forour

yearasChairmanofASEAN.

Atthe32nd ASEAN SummitinApril,ourLeadersdistilledthegoalof

forginga“ResilientandInnovative”ASEANintoa‘VisionStatement’.Iam heretoday

toreporttothePrimeMinisterandtoallofyouthatwehavemadesomeprogressin

theselastcoupleofmonths.Letmeoutlineafewmilestones.

First,wehavelaidthegroundworkforenhancedcooperationagainst

securitychallengesincludingterrorism andcyber-threats.OurLeadersadopteda

statementoncybersecuritycooperationattheAprilSummit,andcommittedtobuild

apeaceful,resilientandsecurecyberspace.SingaporewillhostanASEANcounter-

terrorism symposium inOctober,whichseekstoencourageregionaldialogueon

combatingtherootcausesofterrorism,violentextremism andradicalism.

Second,ASEAN’seffortstoimprovetradefacilitationintheregionare



bearing fruit.The negotiations on the RCEP — the RegionalComprehensive

Economic Partnership — have taken an encouraging step forward.Atthe 5th

IntersessionalMinisterialMeetingheldinJuly,ourMinistersinchargeofeconomies

committedtosubstantiallyconcludetheRCEPbytheendofthisyear.TheASEAN

SingleWindow hasgone‘live’amongstfiveASEAN MemberStates,andwiththe

othersexpectedtocomeonboardsoon.ASEANisalsoworkingsteadilyonanE-

CommerceAgreement. TheE-CommerceAgreementandtheSingleWindow will

facilitatethedigitalisationoftradeprocedures,andwebelievewillboostintra-

ASEANtrade.

Third,wehavefoundnewwaystoconnectourpeopleandoureconomies.

TheASEANSmartCitiesNetwork(ASCN)hastakenoffsinceitsestablishmentat

the32ndASEANSummit.Wehaveapioneerbatchof26cities.We’vealreadyhadtwo

meetings— inMayfortheSmartCitiesGovernanceWorkshop,andon8Julywhen

wehadourInauguralASCNMeeting.Thisnetworkhassinceendorsedacommon

frameworkthatsetsoutASEAN’sdefinitionofasmartcity;willdevelopactionplans

withconcreteprojects;andisanopportunitytonotonlysharebestpractices,but

alsosharefailures— becauseinfact,weprobablylearnmorefrom avoidingeach

other’smistakes.

Whilstthenetwork’smembershipisregional,itsreachhasbeenglobal.

Our26citiesareexploringexcitingcollaborationswithASEAN’sexternalpartners,

private-sectorsolution providers and multilateralfinancialinstitutions.When I

launchedthesmartcitiesmeetingonthe8July,Iwasdelightedtowitnessthe

signingoffiveagreementsamongsttheASCN citiesandvariouspartners— in

particularprivate-sectorpartners.ThisdemonstratesthattheASCN networkis

alreadycatalysingprojectswithreal-worldimpact.EachcityinASEANrepresentsa

uniqueopportunityandpresentscompetitiveadvantages.Ifwecanfindtheright

recipetointegrateourservices,wecantransform ourcitiesintointeroperablenodes.

Thisword“interoperable”isworthhighlighting,becausewhetheryoutalkaboute-

Commerce,e-trade,singlewindows— inASEAN,givenourdiversity,webelievein

interoperabilityratherthanimposingasingleuniform system acrosstheentire

ASEANsphere.

Toenhanceourregionalconnectivity—thisisnowintherealworld—we

alsohaveanASEANDeclarationonCruiseTourism,whichwasadoptedinJanuary.

Thiswillboostoureffortstotransform ASEAN intoasinglevibrantandthriving

cruisingdestination.

Fourth,wecontinuetobuildoninitiativestodeepenpeople-to-people

connectivity.Singapore willprofile the Best of ASEAN Performing Arts in

contemporarymusicandsong-writingtotheregionalandinternationalaudiencesin

Novemberthisyear.InconjunctionwithourChairmanship,theNationalGallery

Singaporehascuratedanew audiotourtitled“ArtinASEAN:10Highlights”that



looksattheconfluenceofideasandcultureacrossASEAN,throughsignificant

worksofartfrom eachofourtenASEANMemberStates.

Wearealsoinvestingheavilyinouryouth,whoholdthekeytoASEAN’s

futureasthechildrenofadigitalage.TheSingapore-ASEAN YouthFund was

renewedwithaSGD5milliontop-upearlierthisyear.Thisweekend,Singaporewill

host“Hyperplay”,thefirst-everASEANe-SportsandMusicFestival,attheSingapore

IndoorStadium.Ihopeyou willtaketheopportunityto watch and participate,

hopefully,intheseevents.Wehopethatthiswillprovidemoreopportunityfor

interactionamongstouryoungpeopleandalsohelpultimatelyforgeacommon

ASEANidentity.

Whilstwecelebratetheseachievements,itisalsoimportantforustotake

arealitycheckandtoappreciatethemanychallengeswhichlieahead;andforusto

rememberthatweneedtoremainanchoredonthecoreprinciplesofASEANunity

andCentrality.Justnow,atthemeetingwiththePrimeMinisterandtheForeign

Ministers,onequestionthatwasposedtothePrimeMinisterwas:“Whatdowe

makeofunityandCentrality?”—basically,howdoweimplementit?AndthePrime

Ministerhighlightedthatyouneedunityfirst,beforewecanachieveandaspireto

Centrality.

Atthesametime,weneedtomaintainanopen,inclusiveandrules-based

regionalarchitecture.WeneedtodoubledownonourCommunity-buildingefforts,

whilstenhancingcooperationinnewerareasincludingsmartcitiesande-Commerce.

ASEAN hastoremainatestamenttothebenefitsoffreetradeandeconomic

integration—thatiswhytheRCEPisimportant.Andinfact,freetradeandeconomic

integrationhasbeentherecipeforpeaceandprosperityinSoutheastAsiaoverthe

lastfivetosevendecades.

ButwealsohavetoacknowledgethatASEANcannotdothisalone,and

wehavetocollaboratewithourexternalpartnersthroughASEAN-ledmechanisms.I

am confidentthatourdiscussionsoverthenextthreedayswillyieldmeaningful

outcomes,andIwouldjustliketohighlightafewissuesthatwewillbediscussing.

TheASEAN PlusThreewillbeexploringastatementoncooperationagainstanti-

microbialresistance;Singaporeplanstohostacybersecurity-relatedARFworkshop

laterthisyear;andtheEASisnegotiatingarangeofstatementsonsalienttopics

includingcybersecurity,smartcitiesandcounter-terrorism.

Letmeconcludewithaquotationfrom Singapore’sfirstForeignMinister,

whowasthereatthesigninginBangkok,51yearsago.In1967,hesaid:“Ifwedonot

hangtogether,wewillallhangseparately.”51yearslater,thiswisdom stillholdstrue.

Weneed to find therightbalance— between hanging on to ourfoundational

principles,andyetatthesametimetransformingoursocietiesforthefuture.We

needtofindtherightbalancebetweenpromotingournationalinterests,andyet



safeguardingourregionalunity.Ifwecanfindthisbalance,thenwecanmake

commoncause,anddespitethefactthatthismaybeavery,verygraveperiod,we

shouldalsobeinpositiontoseizethemanyopportunitiesthatlieaheadofus.

Sothankyouallforyourpresence,andwehavemuchworktodooverthe

nextfewdays.Thankyouverymuch.
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