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The ASEAN region is endowed with rich natural resources that 
sustain essential life support systems both for the region and 
the world. Apart from providing water, food, and energy, these 
natural resources play an important role in sustaining a wide 
range of economic activities and livelihoods.  
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In 2015, the ASEAN Leaders adopted the ASEAN 2025: Forging 
Ahead Together, to chart the future direction of the ASEAN 
community into the next decade. It consists of the Kuala Lumpur 
Declaration on ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together, the 
ASEAN Community Vision 2025, the ASEAN Political-Security 
Community Blueprint 2025, the ASEAN Economic Community 
Blueprint 2025, and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community 
Blueprint 2025. 

Recognising the importance of environmental cooperation for 
sustainable development and regional integration, ASEAN has 
since cooperated closely in promoting environmental cooperation among its Member 
States. ASEAN cooperation on environment is currently guided by the ASCC Blueprint 
2025 which envisions 'an ASEAN Community that engages and benefits the peoples 
and is inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and dynamic'. 

ASEAN cooperation on environment is led by the ASEAN Ministers responsible for the 
environment. It focuses on two dedicated inter-related main work streams: environment 
and transboundary haze pollution. The ASEAN cooperation on transboundary haze 
pollution is specifically governed by the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution (AATHP). 
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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES AND PROGRAMMES
AT A GLANCE

Key Coastal and Marine Area Conservation
Endangered Coastal & Marine Species Conservation

Tanker Desludging and Oil Spill Reduction

Coastal and Marine Pollution Mitigation
Coastal and Marine Invasive Alien Species
Climate Change Issues & Impacts on Coastal Areas
Integrated Coastal

Coastal and Marine Environment2

IWRM Country Strategy Guideline & Indicator
Framework Implementation

Public Awareness and Cross-sectoral Coordination

Water Conservation

Improving Water Quality and Sanitation

Water-related Disasters

Water Resources Management3

Sustainable Urban Planning, Development and
Implementation

Climate Resilient and Low Carbon Cities

Sustainable Cities4

Adaptation and Resilience

Mitigation

Technology Transfer

Climate Finance

Cross-sectoral Coordination & Global Partnership

Climate Change5

Hazardous Waste Management
Transboundary Movement of Hazardous
Chemicals and Waste
Sound Chemical Management
Environmentally Sound Technologies toward
Green Industries
ASEAN Presence in Global Community
Chemicals & Hazardous Waste Accident Prevention

Chemicals and Waste6

ASEAN Eco-schools Programme

ASEAN Green Higher Education Programme

Regional Communication, Education and Public
Awareness
Sustainable Consumption and Production

Environmental Education7

Nature Conservation and Biodiversity1

Protected Areas
Ecosystem Services
Species Conservation
Invasive Alien Species

Communication Education and Public Awareness (CEPA)
Knowledge Management for Biodiversity Conservation

Mainstreaming Biodiversity in Different Sectors
Ecosystem Restoration
Urban Biodiversity
Access and Benefit Sharing

ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

6



7



8



O N  T R A N S B O U N D A R Y  H A Z E  P O L L U T I O N

ASEAN AGREEMENT

southern ASEAN region, two sub-regional ministerial steering committees on 

occurring in the respective regions: the Sub-regional Ministerial Steering Committee on 
Transboundary Haze Pollution (MSC), comprising Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand; and the Sub-regional Ministerial Steering Committee on 
Transboundary Haze Pollution in the Mekong Sub-region (MSC Mekong) comprising 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam. Both MSC and MSC-Mekong have 
met separately on an annual basis. Each MSC and MSC Mekong is supported by a technical 
working group (TWG and TWG Mekong).

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE

The Conference of the Parties (COP) to the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution was established in 2003, consisting of the ASEAN Ministers responsible for 
environment. The Committee (COM) under the COP  to the ASEAN Agreement on 
Transboundary Haze Pollution was established to assist COP in the implementation of the 
Agreement. The COM meets prior to the COP meetings. COP and COM meet back-to-back at 
least once a year.

Sub-regional MSC on 
Transboundary Haze 

Pollution in the Mekong 
Sub-Region 

(MSC-Mekong)

Sub-regional 
Ministerial Steering 

Committee on 
Transboundary Haze 

Pollution (MSC)

ASEAN Task Force 
on Peatlands

(ATFP)

Committee under 
COP to AATHP

(COM)

Conference of the Parties 
(COP) to the ASEAN 

Agreement 
on Transboundary Haze 

Pollution

Technical Working Group 
on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution in the Mekong 

Sub-Region (TWG Mekong)

Technical Working Group 
on Transboundary Haze 

Pollution (TWG)

ASEAN Task Force on 
Peatlands (ATFP) was 
established in 2013 to assist 
COM in realising the 
objectives of the ASEAN 
Peatland Management 
Strategy 2006-2020 through 
the oversight of design,   
implementation and 
monitoring of the ASEAN 
Programme on Sustainable 
Management of Peatland 
Ecosystems (2014-2020) 
(APSMPE) and other relevant 
programmes/ projects. 
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The 12th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the ASEAN 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution (COP-12) held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 11 August 2016 adopted the Roadmap 
on ASEAN Cooperation towards Transboundary Haze Pollution 
Control with Means of Implementation (hereinafter "Roadmap').
 
The Roadmap will serve as a strategic, action-oriented and time-
bound framework for the implementation of the collaborative actions 
to control transboundary haze pollution in the ASEAN region to 
achieve a vision of Transboundary Haze-free ASEAN by 2020. 







ASEAN SECRETARIAT
A B O U T

The ASEAN Secretariat's 

vision is to be the nerve 

centre of a strong and 

Community that is globally 

respected for acting in full 

compliance with its 

Charter and in the best 

interest of its people.

The ASEAN Secretariat's 

mission is to initiate, 

facilitate and coordinate 

ASEAN stakeholders 

collaboration in realising 

the purposes and 

principles of ASEAN as 

Charter.

In the organisational 

structure of the ASEAN 

Secretariat, issues 

pertaining to environmental 

cooperation in ASEAN fall under 

the purview of the 

Environment Division of the 

Sustainable Development 

Directorate of the ASEAN Socio-

Cultural Community 

Department.

The ASEAN Secretariat's basic 

function is to provide for 

coordination of ASEAN 

implementation of ASEAN 

projects and activities.

The ASEAN Secretariat 

was set up in February 1976 by 

the Foreign Ministers of ASEAN. 

The existing ASEAN Secretariat 

at 70A Jalan Sisingamangaraja, 

Jakarta, Indonesia, was 

established and 
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