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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ,
"',

BETWEEN .
':

TH~ GOVERNMENT OF THE LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOC~TIC R~PU~LIC
"

""'AND,' ..~,' ,:','

THE GOVE~MENT OF THE KINGDOl\;tO~"TIJAILAN{) ,,'

ON q>OPERATION TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING rrfP~RSONS, ESPECIALLY
, '. ' 'WOMEN AND CHILDRE1~'~ ' "

'
,

'- ,--

,:
I'

".
--------------------------------

The Government of ~he ltao People's Democratic Republic ~d the Gove~~nt of
,', ,~~ Kingdom' °tIhailand, here~nafter referred to as "the 'Parties"; , '

~::~ . ,

BEING 'c:PNCERNED that trafficking in persons, especially women and children,
'. constitutes a serious violation of h,uman rights, undermines human dignity and adver~ely
, affects physical, 'psychological, emotional and moral development of a person and includes
jt:opardizing social cohesion and values;-

-
,

'H. ."

,~ '\

'-, . .

. i . I '. './ . .
AIMING at th.e prev~ntion and 'suppression of ,transnational orgar.izea' criminal

groups ~d gangs directly eQgaged in traffic;king in persons, iri accordance ~.ith.the. Protocol
to Prevent, Suppres~ and Puni~h Trafficking in PersoI:ls, especially Women 'and 'Children,
supplementing the thi.ited NatiQns,Convention flgainst Transnational Organized <;::rime2000;' ,

. "o.

, ;.
'fRECOGNIZING to the principles contained in the "Bangkok Declaration on

IrregularMigrationof 1999"; .

BEING CONVINCED that the suppression. of the crime of trafficking in persons,
especially, women. and children, through coope~ation in law enforcement and criminal,
proceedings is an efficient measure;

DESIRING to enhance cooperation of mutual benefit between the two countries,
~

. .

HAVE HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS: .

,

Scope ~f the Memorandum of.Understandi~g
,.

. , ",
~

.,

. ., .

Articie' i:
.

"

This Memorandum of Understanding shall apply to combatin~'t{afficking in pers~ns,
especially women and children, as defined in Article 2 of ihis Memorandum of
U"d_tlttdfn" '
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"

Definition .,

.
Article 2 . .

For the oper~.t!pnal purp6se of this Memorandum ofU~der~tanding:
.', ..:~.. .';, :..:

,
.

a) " Trafficking in persons" shall mean the recruitment, transportation," transfer,
harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of threat, use .of force, or other forms of
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power'or of a 'positipn of
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achie~e the co~sent
of a person having control over another person, for ..the purpose of explo~ta:tion,.

'Exploitation shall include the exploitation of olhers through prost~tution or:.other fonns of
.

sexual exploitation, forced labour or service, slavery' or ;practiCes .similar to slavery;
,

servitude or the removal of brgans; ,,", . .

. .
b)." Children" shalt mean per.sons under eighteen years of age, unless the laws of

the Parties stipulate otherwise.' '.. .
.

I .; \:.-:

. .
.

.
Preventive Measur.es

Arti~le 3

The Parties shall improve their legislation as may be necessary ahd' take appropriate
measures to ensure the implementation of its laws and the exercise of their national
jurisdiCtions in conformity with the Universal Declarations oXInternational Omventions' to
which the Parties have acceded to.' .f

t:

'\

Article 4

The Parties shall provide educational and vocational training programmes for women
and children in order to create employment opportunities and' reduce the:risks of their being
trafficked.

~

Article 5

. The' P~ies shall make the~r best eff~rts t? .take meas~res to prevent .trafficki~g, mpersons, especlall~ women and .chlldre~, by ptovldlllg. educational ~d vocational ,tralll

~
,

programmes and Improved socIal .servlces, s1,lchas employment, lllcome generation' .
health care for women and children~ who are vulnerable to trafficking, and disseminating t'
the public infonnation regarding the risk factors that lead to traffic~ing in women and
children. .

2

~ !J , \ (' "I~)

~",



,.t '.

..'
. . ...'

,I,

'"

!

,~
~

f Protection of,Victi'ms of Trafficking in Perso,ns, es~~cial!y W omen a~dCh~ldren

Article 6 .-

The viCtims, especially women and childfen, shall receive J~tice and legal protection
while awaiting the cOll1pletion of the procedures for their official repatriation. The
concerned institutions of the Parties shall provide temporary ~ousing and appropriate
protection to the victimsin accordance with the policies of each CQuntry.

. . .

Article 7. .
..:,':_'~:~,' ;', The Parties shaU take appropri(ije measures against traffick~rs in cases relating to

..:':;~~ .'~,':.tr~fficklng in persons in acco;g.ance with 'national law of each country and provide due and
.,." just l~gal assistance to the victims, especially women and children.

'

,""- '\ .\
:. ArticleS' . ,

The government agencies concerned shall cooperate with other organizations to
,

provide legal assistance, health care and take other necessary measures to protect the
victims, especially women and children and their families in an ~pprop~ate manner.

'

Cooperation in Suppression of Trafficking in Women aad Children. .
'.

'Article 9

The Parties' institutions responsible for law enforcement of. both countt;ies, in
particular in the border areas shall closely cooperat€?with one another to discover trafficking
in persons, especi~Hy women and childrenj both within the territory and across border.

Article 10

j
I

The Parties shaH individually or jointly provide training programmes for their
concerned agencies to enhance their capacity for implementing the laws in force, for the
investigation and prosecution of offenders" and the protection in the, c~es relati'Iig to
trafficking in persons, especially of women and children. '

Article 11

(a) The Parties shall promote bilateral cooperation in order to combat and prevent
trafficking in persons, such ,as the prosecution of transnational traffickent, extradition,
mutual assistance in criminal. matters; and

(b) The Parties shall afford one another the widest mutual legal assistance;"
prosecution in relation to trafficking in women hnd children in accordance with exist
agreements signed by the goveI11I1ientof the two countries.
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Arti~le 12

The concerned agencies of the two countrie's ~all cooperat~ iii ,compHing,'ap.d
,

exchanging data and information and collecting of evidence relating .to ,trafficking in .

persons, such as routes, places, networks,: means .a~'n1ethops pftraffickingin persons,
including the personal records of the traffickers.,. .

.,
,". - ",

"
,

' ...

Article 13
I .

The concerned agencies o(the two"cmmtries shaH ~fotinulate pfm1~Jorprote~tion tQ
ensure the safety of victims', especially women and -cliiWren"'and witnesse$"as appropriate
from acts of revenge or threats d~ring the Conduct of and/or'after the ~otiCl~siori of legal
proceedings.

"

. Rep~triation

.
- Article 14

(a) In executing the repatriation ofthe victims, t:specially women and children,
each Party shall inform' in advance the names of ~d ,data arid information rela~iiig.to ti1f;.
victims to the other Party through diplomatic cpannels for the purpose' of arranging tq'e '

return and acceptance of the victims, .especially \Vomen and children,\ as ~utually agreed
upon by the Parties in accordance with the provisions of this Memorandum of
Understanding.

.. .
(b) The victims, especially wom.en and children, mu~t have been registered orj'ha~e

their domiciles or residence in the accepting country or are certified as residents thereofby
the local authoritie~ of the Jatter. .

Article 15 .
.

". ,

(a) The Parties shall assign a govern1nent agency, which has relevant responsibilities,
to be a focal point for the purpose of ex~cuting the r.eturn and acceptance of the victims,
especially women and children;

(b) The focal point shall have the'following respensibilities:
I) arranging the return and acceptance of the victims, especially women

and childr~n; ,

2) executing the return and acceptance of the victims, especially worn!' I

and children according to predetermiI)ed schedules;
,

,
3) ensuring the safety of the vicHms. especially women and children in the

execution of.their return and acceptance;
4) monitonng oftraffi~king il\ persons, especially women and children;, :.
5) establishment of information networks for the purpose of monitoring'
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works concerning trafficking'in persons; especially women and children,
between law enforcement agencies, n'ational and international
organizations. dealing with the protecti.on of victim~, especially women
and children and releyant organ~zations.

, .
.'- ',Reintegration into Society

Article 16 '..

L ,"

The Parties' shall und'ertake every measure to' help the.victi~s: especially women and "

children to safely and efficiently reintegrate themselves, into society aqd their families in
order that their dignity, freedom, and self-esteem are restored, ':

.

. .' ~.

I)
. \t .

-. ' ::.~~~.~. '.~ '.-:-_- .

'"

The Parties shall""~reate',vocational training ~ro&rainmes, induding training in life
skills to increase the opportunities for alternative,ways of leading theii"life and their efficient
reintegr~tion into society, awareness-raising programmes:"for the offici~l~ whose functions
are concerned with the developme~t oft'he.victi~s, esp,eciatly women andcqildren.

Article 17

~.
. .

Joint Action'

Article 18

.
(~) The Parties sh&llestablish a joint work'ing group/or joint operations, drawn, from

relevant government agencies and organizations dealiI~l'(\\~'ith combating trafficking in
persons.

"

.

" :~ "

(b) The joint. working group shall holo ordinary 6r extraordinary meetings 'as the
need arises.

.

) (c) The joint working group shall have the follo-wing functions:

1) Planning of joint action and implementation of the provisions of th
\ .

:.'"Memorandum of Understanding; .
.

2) Taking joint action to combat trafficking' in per~ons :',especially women and
children;" ". ..~. "I

3) Coordinatingwith other relevantorganizations in drawingup strategic plans, ".

guidelines and necessafy frameworks in combating trafficking in persons, .:i
especially women and children, in accordance with tbe provisions of this

~

Memorandum of Understanding;
...

4) Evaluating. the joint wo

,'

rks

, fI
"

.,

"

.

"~

.

n
.

~e

.

,

P

,

IJrties and regul

.

arIYr~porting the P

.

utcomes
to the agencies concerned0 . ,.tJt Party;

. ,

"5) Making proposals .for enh
"

-.:' mutual -cooperation 'between the, I:arties in

comb~tingtrafficking in pe ,:,."' "especially women ar}dchildren; and
. .
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': 6) Trien~i(dly revIewing, toge,ther 'with ~~ o'~her Party::'lhe iI1)plerp.entation of
this Memo!.and4m of Understanding:

'

. ,
.

F.~al Provisions

Article 19'.

The Parties shall endeavour t~ settle disputes concerning the interpretat~on'and
implementation of this Memorandum thr~ugh negotiation~'

Adicle 20
. .'

"

.

.
. This Memqrandum~ of. UnderstanEii'~g'may: be am;nded by/mutual agr,ement of the

Parties.
. '.'. . .

. .
,

Article 21
.'.-

..--

,
J .

.

(a) This Memorandum ofl!.nderstari~ing shall beco~e effective upon sigriature. '

~
'

. .

(b) Either party may denoun~e' this Memora~d~m of Understanding at any time by
written notification to the other P~rty through dipl~tj('...r--baPDels. Such denunciation shall
become effective six months after'the d~te of receipt by other Party of such notification.

, .

IN WITNJj:SS WHEREOF, the' undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly authoriz~d
thereto'by t~ir respective Governments, have sigried this Memorandum ofUnderst<l;11di~g.

.

. '1 '
'. ~~

. ., t, ;,.

DONE at Bangkok, on this 13th'day of July 2005, in dJlplicate in three authentic tex~':~a'
in Lao, Thai and English languages.. In case of divergence of interptetation, the Englis~:.tel ~

t,

shall prevail.

-,
For the Government

of the Lao People's Democratic Republic

~vv

'For the Government. '.
of the Kingdom of Thai~anJl.:..

. ./

. ~.~..
,. .

., /' "... . .

. ~. ~c.~
,41

"

(Mr. Le Kakanhya)
~ Acting Minister of Labour and

Social Welfare

" (Mr. Pracha Maleenont)
"Minister for Social Development a, 'I

Human Security
,

'

~~i. , .
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