
ASEANCHAIRMAN’SSTATEMENTON
THEHUMANITARIANSITUATIONINRAKHINESTATE

The Foreign MinistersofASEAN expressed concern overthe
recentdevelopmentsinNorthernRakhineStateofMyanmarandextended
theirdeepestcondolencestoallthevictimsandaffectedcommunitiesof
theconflict.TheycondemnedtheattacksagainstMyanmarsecurityforces
on25August2017andallactsofviolencewhichresultedinlossofcivilian
lives,destructionofhomesanddisplacementoflargenumbersofpeople.

TheForeignMinistersacknowledgedthatthesituationinRakhine
Stateisacomplexinter-communalissuewithdeephistoricalroots.They
stronglyurgedallthepartiesinvolvedtoavoidactionsthatwillfurther
worsenthesituationontheground.Theyareagreedthatviableandlong-
term solutionstotherootcausesoftheconflictmustbefound,including
encouragingcloserdialoguebetweenMyanmarandBangladesh,sothat
theaffectedcommunitiescanrebuildtheirlives. TheForeignMinisters
welcomed thecommitmentbytheMyanmarauthoritiesto ensurethe
safetyofcivilians,takeimmediatestepstoendtheviolenceinRakhine,
restore normalsocio-economic conditions,and address the refugee
problem throughverificationprocess.

The Foreign Ministers welcomed the launch of the Myanmar
Government-ledmechanism incooperationwiththeRedCrossMovement
andtheassistancefrom theinternationalcommunityintheseendeavours.
The Foreign Ministers also underscored the importance ofincreased
humanitarianaccesstotheaffectedareasandthatassistancebegivento
allaffectedcommunities.

The Foreign Ministers supported Myanmar’s humanitarian relief
programme.TheASEANCoordinatingCentreforHumanitarianAssistance
on disastermanagement(AHA Centre)willwork with the Myanmar
Government-ledmechanism,whichwilldeliverhumanitarianassistanceto
alldisplacedinhabitantswithoutdiscrimination.



TheForeignMinistersurgedMyanmartocontinuetoimplementthe
recommendations ofthe finalreportofthe AdvisoryCommission on
RakhineState.TheywelcomedMyanmar’sestablishmentofaMinisterial
Committeetoimplementtherecommendations.

The Foreign Ministers were prepared to supportthe Myanmar
Governmentin itseffortsto bring peace,stability,ruleoflaw and to
promoteharmonyandreconciliationbetweenthevariouscommunities,as
wellassustainableandequitabledevelopmentinRakhineState.
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