
Golden Bridge 
with Giant Hands

Viet Nam

Borobudur Temple
Indonesia

Bayon Temple
Cambodia

Merlion Statue
Singapore

Patuxai Monument
Lao PDR

Omar Ali Saifuddien Mosque
Brunei Darussalam

Giant Guardian 
at Temple of 
the Emerald 

Buddha
Thailand

Shwedagon 
Pagoda

Myanmar

Petronas 
Twin Towers

Malaysia

Rizal Monument
Philippines



ASEAN Secretariat
Jakarta



The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was established on 8 August 1967. 
The Member States are Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. 
The ASEAN Secretariat is based in Jakarta, Indonesia.

For inquiries, contact:
The ASEAN Secretariat
Community Relations Division (CRD)
70A Jalan Sisingamangaraja
Jakarta 12110, Indonesia
Phone: (62 21) 724-3372, 726-2991
Fax: (62 21) 739-8234, 724-3504
E-mail: public@asean.org 

Catalogue-in-Publication Data

Let’s Travel through ASEAN History 
Jakarta, ASEAN Secretariat, December 2022
352.1159
1. ASEAN – Association – Southeast Asia
2. History – Comic

ISBN: 978-623-5429-17-5 (PDF)

ASEAN: A Community of Opportunities for All

No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means 
without prior written permission of the copyright holder.

General information on ASEAN appears online at the ASEAN Website: www.asean.org

Copyright Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 2022.
All rights reserved.



Led by its Community Affairs Directorate, one of the mandates of the Jakarta-based ASEAN 
Secretariat (ASEC) is essentially to promote and facilitate outreach, public communication, 
and stakeholders’ engagement and to bring ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 
closer to more than 660 million people in Southeast Asia.  

In this regard, through its collaboration with Mr. Leo Tigor (Publication Designer) and Ms. 
Sheila R. Putri (Illustrator and Comic Artist) and their respective teams (Rendra M. Ridwan, 
Yulian Ardhi, Daron Stoker & Inclover), ASEC is extremely proud to see the realisation of this 
comic-strip initiative - “Let’s Travel through ASEAN History”.  As the name implies, 
this book-project narrates ASEAN’s historical milestones in the form of cartoon-drawings 
and recounts the core evolutions in ASEAN’s 55-year journey of regional cooperation and 
integration, starting from the signing of Bangkok Declaration in 1967.  This book also carries 
information on admission of ASEAN Member States, key outcomes and decisions of various 
ASEAN Summits, and strategic relations with partners.  It further covers how ASEAN decides 
to embrace the ASEAN Community building process through three (3) fronts of political-
security, economic and socio-cultural respectively.  

Through this book project, ASEC envisages a greater public understanding of ASEAN, 
particularly among the community of young people, including school children.  Youth, as 
future leaders, must be provided with a more in-depth awareness of the regional grouping to 
underscore its relevance to its people.  Recognising the tendency for young people to view 
multilateral diplomacy topics like ASEAN as “dry” and “political”, ASEC humbly believes a 
“light and easy-to-read” learning avenue, such as creative arts or comic-drawing publication, 
can further supplement ongoing outreach activities.  

Foreword



Even as this book is being prepared, new chapters in ASEAN’s community-building story 
are unfolding, whether they relate to a political issue or an economic matter or a social 
development.  More than 50 years after its formation, ASEAN is still a work-in-progress and 
there will always be debates regarding its effectiveness.  However, one fact remains clear 
i.e. ASEAN does matter.  It matters to Southeast Asia, and it matters to our neighbours 
and partners.  At the minimum, as what ex-Secretary General of ASEAN Dr Surin Pitsuwan 
famously said in 2010, “If ASEAN succeeds in its vision and mission, at least the world 
will have one less region to worry about.  That is the contribution of ASEAN —the region 
can take care of itself.”

Now, buckle up and let’s start our journey of ASEAN history!

ASEAN Secretariat
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It was located at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs of Indonesia compound 
on Jalan Taman Pejambon, Jakarta.
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One of the main adoptions of these 

summits was "Bandar Seri Begawan 

Declaration on the Strategic and 

Holistic Initiative to Link ASEAN 

Responses to Emergencies and 

Disasters (ASEAN SHIELD)". The 

initiative aims at ensuring ASEAN’s 

collective, rapid, effective and timely 

response in mitigating the impacts of 

different types of emergencies and 

disasters affecting the region.
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ASEAN’s 55-year journey has been made more remarkable by friends 

around the world. Currently, ASEAN has 11 Dialogue Partners, 6 Sectoral 

Dialogue Partners, and 4 Development Partners.
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